Sir John Wintonrs Fandication from the Aſþerſion of Deſtroying the Ship-Timber of the Forreſt of Deane. "i 


| Hereas it hath been given out that the deſtruRion of the Ship-Timber in the Forreſt of Deane was long ſince plotted by Pax ob 
1 \/ piſts upon intelligence with the Pope and Spamyard for the weakening of the Naval Force of this Realm, and that in purſu- 

ance thereot, the ſaid Ship-Timber, hath bcen very much deſtroyed, and Sir Job Wintour hath been, and is aprincipal pro- 
noter ofthe ſaid deſign of deſtroying the (aid Ship-Timbcr,by vertuc of certain Letters Patents obtained from the late KING{ot Bicſſed 
nemory)whereby the greateſt part of the Soyl, Woods, Underwoods, Tymber-trees,be other trees,of that Forreſt weregranred umo him, 

And whereas the tenderncls ot that {o precious a Comodity to this Nation as Ship-timber,with the viſible diſtruRion of the ſame in thar 
Forreſt,hath made dcep & deſerved impreflion,in the mindes of many Honourable Perſons, Members of Parltament,& others, to the great 
prejudice and {candal of the laid Sir Jobz #intour, he thought it his duty to vindicate his Repuration, {o touly aſperſed thereby,and tor 
the clear ſatisfa&ion of the ſaid Honourable Mcmbers, and others aforeſaid, to publiſh this ſhort entuing narrative concerning the lame, 

It may appear by the Records of the Exchequer, That from the firſt cutting of Trecs tor the uſe of the Iron-works in tlic ſaid Forreſt, 
which was about the beginning of King James his Reign, till the rime that the Earl of Holand held the Juſtice ſear for the ſaid Forreſt, 
which was in the Year 1636. All the teveral grants of the ſaid Woods, and Iron-works of that Forreſt ( excepting ſome very inconſi- 
derable quanti:jes ) were maile under the Great Seal, tow:/liam Earl of Pembrock, and aitcr his death, to Earl Phelzp his Brother, and 
once for the term of Twelve Years to the Lord Roberts, and under thoſe Grants ſo made to the {aid Lords, the ſaid Woods and lron- 
works, were reſpeCtively managed from time to time, by ſeveral perſons under the Rents, and Conditions, reſerved and agreed bee 
twcen them, and the ſaid Lords, 

The ſaid Earle #illiam was a perſonof that eminent great honour, wiſdom and integrity, for his Country, as allo the ſaid 
Lord Kober:s, and the ſaid Earl Philrp ſo oppoſite tro Popery, or Spanith intereſt, that no prudent perſon afrer information 
hereof , can ſuſpe& that any of their Lordſhips would willingly, and for ſo many years together, by cutting the ſaid wood 
and trees, patroniſe a treaſonable deſigne againſt this Kingdom, 

The aforcſaid ſuggeRion was alleged ar the Juſtice ſcar, held by the Earle of Holland as aforeſaid, and in that conſideration, and 
for the neceſſary pretervation of the {aid Ship-riniber for the tuture ;, all the Grants of the ſaid VVood, and workes then in being to 
the ſaid Earl of Pembrock, or any under him, were called in, whercot Sr, Joh wWintour had one, for two thouſand five hundred 
Coards yearly, and no more, which he had thin enjoved but tor fix years, and no Jonger ; and ſpecial order was given for an cx- 
a& Survey, and preſcrvation of all the ſatd Woods and Trees, to perſons of ſpecial rruſt and merit, rogether with the [worn officers 
ofthe Forreſt, As appears by the Records of the ſaid Juſtice Scar, 

Notwithſtanding within one year atrer, or there abours, the ſaid woods and trees with their roots and ſpray (uz, bowes) were 
granted withal the Iron-works viz, toure Furnaccs,and as many Fordges to Sr,Ba:nlam Throgmorten, Sr, Sackui! Crow Knights ;, Forn Taylor, 
and John Guziing Merchants of the City of Brijlel, for the tcarm ot cne and rwenty years, at twelve rl.ouland Coards ycariy beftdes 
the {aid Roots and Spray as by the Records appears. V\ hich yearly proportion in leſſe time then the ſaid twenty one years, would have 
cauſed the cutting down vt every tree then growing in the ſaid Forreſt,as evidently appears, by a Survey taken the year atter, (tn vcriue 
ot his Majcſties commiſſion and inftruQions ) by Sr. william Maſters, Sr. Robert Cyoke, Sr. Walter Pe Knights, Na haral St-p' ers, James 
Kerle then Conſtable of the ſaid Forreſt, eAdrian Hay gentleman of his Majcſtics privy chamver ſpecially nominated by his Ma- 
jeſty, Heiry Steevers, Gent, and others, 

If the cutting down ot the ſaid woods and trees afterwards were ſuch a diſſervice to the Nation as aloreſaid, it ought rather to be 
imputcd to thoſe Pattentces, then to Sr. Fohn Wintour, though Sr. Johz #intour (ayes this bur in diſcharge of himſelf; not that lic would 
aſpcaric or impute any ſuch unworthy defigne toperions of honour and worth as they are. 

For by the {aid Commilsion and Survey which remains upon Record, it appears that the whole quantity of the Woods and Trees in 
che ſaid Forreſt (the Les Baley excepted ) was One Hundred Fifty Three Thouſand Two Hundred and Nine Coards of Vood or therc 
abouts, and Sixty one Thouſand Nine Hundred T wenty Eight Tuns of Timber or there abouts, of which ſaid quantity of Timbcr there 
was but Fourtcen Thouſand Three Hundred and Fifty Loads that were Ship-Timber ; and that the Trees of that Forreſt, were genc- 
rally decayed, andnot above Five Hundred but what were paſt their tull growth, as by the return of the ſaid Commilsion remaining 
upon record doth appcar. 

The Conſideration hereof moved his Majeſty ſhortly aſter to iſſue a Commilsion to Sir Charles Harbert his Surveyor Gencra!, Jebn 
George of Cirenceſter william Morgan then Soliciter to his Majcſties Council of the Marches of wales, Jo,Smith of Nibley Eſquires, and #lli- 
em S:agleton Alderman of the City of Glouceſter with InſtruQtions from the Lord Treaſurer and Chancellor of the Exchequer, to make 
an approvement of his Majeſties ſaid Dcmeſne Waſts and Soyle, which Commilsion and approvemenr was executed and made with 
eauch exa&neſs and diligence,according to Law,by the faid Commſſoners, aſſiſted by expert Surveyors upon oath, after ſundry treatics 
a.ad mectings (upon publick notice thereot given ) with the Inhabitants of the {evcral Pariſhes and Commoncrs upon ſeveral viewes of 
the laid Waſts and Soyle, 

The return of the ſaid Commiſſion is upon Record in the Exchequer, and likewiſe the particular inſtrument of the ſaid agreement 
ſigned vy the laid Commſſoners,and Commoners (who were of the ablcſt and moſt ſubſtantial of the ſaid Pariſhes \ was alſo returned 
thither, but not now to be found, 

Nor long aftcr his Majeſtie iſſued a Commiſſion with particular inſtru&ions from the Lord Treaſurer and Chancellor as aforcſaid, 
to Charles Bridgman Elq; one of the Verdcrours of the {aid Forreſt, John a Deaze Gentleman, one of the Regarders of the ſail Forreſt, 

Pett and Joh: Ducy ( two of the ableſt and moſt reputed Ship-wrights of that time, particularly deputed by the Commiſſto- 
ners of the Navy trom the 7rinity Houſe, ) and others with the aſſiſtance of Ship-VVrights of Br:ſto!l, and other the officers of that For- 
reſt upon cath to view all the Trees within the ſaid Forreſt, that contained any Timber in them fit for his Majeſties Shiping, and to 
mark the ſame with a Stamp, efpecially ſuch Trees as were fit to be left growing for the ſuture, to certifie the number of ſuch Trees, 
and the quanti:y of Ship-Timber as aforcfaid contained in them, 

And by return of the {aid Commiſſhon remaining vp'11 Record, there were marked with the Crown and broad Arrow Nine Thou- 
ſand Five Hundred and Ninety, containing in them Fureen Thouſa: d Three Hundred and Nin«tcen Loads of Ship-Timber, cxpreflir 
the particular numbers in cach reſpe&tive Woodwardthip, asallo Nine Hundred Eighty Five young Trees fit to beleft growing, con- 
eaining in them Six Hundred Forty Ninc Loads of Ship-Timber, ( che Trecs inthe Lea Baley being no part of the ſaid Survcy. ) 

Hercupon after mature dc|ib-ration and publick ditcutÞion at the Council Table, hi, Maj. (ty granted under the Great Scal to Sir 7o, 
W:ztour all the faid improved Soyle, and all his ſai.! Woods and Trees within that F.rreit, in conſideration of Ten Thouſand Pounds 
Fine, Eight Thouſand Pound: advance of Rent, Sixtcen Thouſand p'.unds Ye rly tor fix Years, and the Fee Farm rent of Ninteen 
Hundred fitty Pounds Twelve Shillings and Eight Pence for ever,having firit under the Great Scal Deatorreſted the ſame: which Defor- 
reſtation with all others of tiic like nature by his M.ij:fty or any of bis Predeceflours was confirmed by A of Parliament 17. Carol,which 
Patent of Deaforreſtation by the laic King wo: 1. cn from Sir Jobs 17tour by General Des:crow,or by his appointment, 

There is reſerved in the {ail Patcnc to his Majeſty, Fiftcen Thouland Tuns of Ship-Timbcr without paying for the ſame, with Proviſo 
it there prove not to be ſomuch, tonat then Sir Jobs 1#4ntour was to pay Nine Shillings for every Tun that ſhould be wanting of the {aid 
quantity, and if there proved to be more then ric {aid Fifteen Thouſand Tun, his Majeſty was to allow the ſaid Sir Joha #intour the like 
rate for ſuch ſurpluſage, 

The like reſervation upon the ſame rearmes was made for the yours trees more or lefſe that ſhould be left ſanding as aforc- 
ſaid, wherewith Sr. Johrz W:n:our was chargeable for the preſervation of lo many as were growing upon the Lands improved 
and granted to him as above ſaid, but not of theſe growing onthe 4000, Acrcs icr out for Common, 

Note that a tun of Timbcr cut into Coard-wood is not worth by a great dcal 1o much as the rate aboveſaid, fo that ſuch miſ- 
converſion of Timber cou}d nor bur be a great loſle to the Partentce. 

Morcover Sr, John Winiour was obliged by the 1aid Pattent togrant to Sr, Ba: am Throgmorter, Sr. Sackuil Crow, Jobs Tayler and 
John Ganniyg thirteen thouſand five hundred Coards of wood yearly, with two of the Furnaces and four Forges for (ix vears, where 
by it appears that half of the wood in the ſaid Forreſt was to be cut down by them, though all ſeemed to be done by Sr. Job» w7-tcur, 

Sr. Johiz Wintoar incoppiced five thouſand acres at leaſt of the ſaid ſoylc for iuture growth of wood and timber, which afterwards 
was deſtroyed and burned by ſome diſorderly and unknown perſons, 

Sr, John Wiztour enjoyed this Pattent but one year anda halt, and in that little time preſerved and left lying upon the ground fe. 
ven thouſand ſeven hundred ninty cight Loads, and twenty eight foot of Timbcr, as appears upon record, which was more then had 
been preſerved in all the cutting in that Forreſt of twenty years before. Sr. John wintour makes no benefit of his Patent at the preſcnt,nor 
hath done this nineteen years,fince which time there hath been cut down about threeſcore and ten thouſand trees, and in all that time bur 
ewo Ships built, and much of the Timber for the ſaid Ships was taken our of the Lea Baley which was totally excepted out of his grant, 

It a better way can be thought on for the preſervation of the Ship-timber preicnt or fucure, or that more will be given his Ma- 
jeſty, then what he is to pay, or that a greater proportion of Common then the f: ur thouſand acres may be allowed to the 
Country which in fuch caſe is to be diſcounted to the Pattentee, Sr. Fohs win (wr humbly offers to jubmit all his inter to the 


Augaft the juſtice and wiſdom of the Parliament upon {atisfaQion for ſo much as he js bs, 8 fide out of purls for the ſame, notwithſtanding 
2660, the profic that he might otherwiſe make thereby, 
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